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Note:

B2 1% may be the closest verb in Chinese to “ take ” as used in several
contexts in English. The idea of grabbing something also appears in the
English word “ comprehension, ” because it contains “ prehension, ” seen
also in “ apprehend. ”

“What did you take from that testimony? ” is asking what salient elements
were noticed in what the witness said, and also what the individual
addressed made of them.

In recent years the verb “ to take ” has be treated as a noun, as in the
sentence, “ What is your take on the situation in Syria? ” What is requested
is not only observations on the ground, reports from accredited
correspondents, or even the fact that Assad has made some justification for
barrel bombing of civilians. What the questioner wants is also the other
person ' s assessment of the inputs available from Syria — perhaps based on
a long-time study of Syrian history, or a conversation overheard in a
Washington, DC coffee shop that should have been held behind closed
doors in the State Department. Perhaps the person being question has his
or her own model of how things work in Syria and can say, “ All of the
factors I am aware of indicate that Assad will ...”

One doesn ' t have to believe in the utility of a continuum view of the
universe (such as I believe Zhuang Zhou had ) to accept that everybody will
have a different take on anything that may come up in a discussion, and
that unwillingness to re -examine one ' s own take on some matter of

importance is a liability -

EFand Wl 5 work fairly well to express the same general idea. Thef§ ofi(»
15 is close in meaning but is rarely if ever used in exactly the same way as
the English “ take ” on a situation. A synonym of.(>#%, il [, also seems to

me to point at the whole process from#priR#F 4 #ilto the interrogation of
black boxes, and then on to tested models.

The trap for all of us is that we extract information from our environments
and make ways of anticipating how things may turn out, and sometimes we
even declare to ourself, “ I know what is going on! I know how that works! ”
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and give the understanding of what we have figured out to the world as a
concept. Sometimes concepts become famous, and it is not unheard of for
well-accepted concepts to turn out to be wrong.

The lesson, I think, is for people to give critical attention to their

“ creatures, ” their models, their concepts, etc. if things start turning badly.
To be able to do that, one must become strong enough not to be intimidated
by threat of embarrassment if something that one has created and/or put
trust in turns out not to work well.

That is my “ take ” on what goes on now, and what was behind many of the
teaching stories in the Zhuang Zi.
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